British Literature/Composition for the College Bound

Fall Semester Research Paper

Mrs. Buchanan-Lind 

This research paper assignment is required for this class, and it can either pass you or fail you for the semester.  Due dates are provided, and your work must be here on each date.  There will be NO LATE PAPERS ACCEPTED!

Choose a current events topic, which is of interest to you and will inform your reader (me).  Your interest heightens my interest.  Your paper will be a minimum of seven to nine typed, double-spaced pages.  If your paper is seven pages in length, the seventh page must be a FULL page.  Do not use creative spacing or large font or print.  Your font must be Times New Roman or Times.  The font size is 12.  The font and font size are appropriate for most business settings as well as for a college classroom.  Your margins are automatically by your printer, please do not adjust them.  You must have a minimum of 10-15 LEGITIMATE sources, which are dated no earlier than 2008.  Of course, you must carefully follow the MLA (Modern Language Association) format of in-text documentation, and your paper must have a Works Cited page.  


The paper will be due on November 11, 2010.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Here are the following due dates:

Topics due (NO topic changes after this date)……..October 4, 2010

Research Question…………………………………...October 6, 2010
First Works Cited Page……………………………..October 12, 2010
First Formal Outline…………………………………October 20, 2010
Second Works Cited Page……………………….…..October 28, 2010
Complete Rough Draft………………………...……..November 3, 2010
Final Paper, including revised works cited………….November 11, 2010
page, formal outline, rough draft, original outline and works cited page

A FEW HINTS TO START YOU CORRECTLY:

1. Encyclopedias are fine for younger students, but you are beyond that age.  Therefore, the only references you may use are periodicals, journals, and newspapers from 2008-2010.  No BOOKS can be used as their information is often less current than periodicals, etc.  Do NOT use Wikipedia. Interviews are also acceptable, but you may not interview family members or friends.  Find other people to interview who can provide valuable information.  You may have no more than two interviews.

2.  Your paper, of course, must be typed.  Although we will proofread in class, also have someone else proofread your final copy for any errors.  Careless spelling errors/typos will hurt your grade.

3. Provide enough support for your topic.  Without support, your arguments are invalid.

4. A research paper should have some controversy surrounding it.  Do not regurgitate or report information.  Discuss the topic intelligently and articulately.

5. No personal pronouns, no slang, thing stuff, a lot, get, got, contractions allowed.

6. Have fun!  I am looking forward to reading your papers!

7. You may not change your topic after ____10/4/2010___________. If you do so, you forfeit your right to have this paper graded.

8. See me for questions in AE or ask during class.

9. A rubric will be provided. If you do not turn in your rubric, I will not grade your paper.

The research paper consists of four parts:

1.  Title page: The title page gives the name of the paper, the author, the name of   

     the course, the instructor’s name, and the date.  

2. Final outline: The final outline serves as a table of contents.  If the outline occupies only one page, it is not numbered.  In outlines occupying more than one page, all pages after the first are numbered with small Roman numerals in the upper right hand corner of the page.  Use a topic outline, and not a sentence outline.

3. Text of the paper: The title is repeated on the first page of the text, which is not numbered.  All pages after the first are numbered with Arabic numerals in the upper right hand corner of the page.  

4. Works Cited page: The list of references begins on a new page, which is numbered consecutively with the text.  

Final thoughts about YOUR PAPER:


*it must be double spaced with appropriate margins (see front)


*it has a reference page called Works Cited, which is double spaced


*it must have a title page

*it must use the MLA style of in-text documentation


*it must be error-free


*it must be numbered correctly


*it must fulfill all criteria


*it must use proper verb tense


*it must have no first or second person pronouns, nor any words you should not 


  use


*you may not change your topic after October 4, 2010  or I will not grade it.


*No rubric, no grade on paper.  Do NOT lose your rubric.


*quotes under four lines appear in text; quotes more than four lines are separated 


  by indenting each new line 10 spaces from the left margin.  Text for quote is 


  double-spaced.


*it must be turned in on November 11, 2010.  If you are ill, have someone 


  bring your paper to me. 

Directions regarding assembling your paper will be provided.

Failure to turn in your paper means an “F” for the semester!

